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Grace and Peace in the name of 
Jesus Christ: If you have items 
you would like to be published in 
the newsletter, please contact 

Pastor Bridget by the 3rd Thursday of the 
preceding month by emailing your information 
or dropping at Church.  The light of God 
remains to shine bright in our community only 
by your generous giving heart!  If you would 
like to donate a gift, you may send donations 
to the address above or deliver it in person 
during Sunday morning worship service 

      January 2026  
 
 
 

  Pastors Notes…We use all types of methods and devices to regulate 

and order our days, weeks, and years.  Even the words “day,” “week,” 

and “year” represent conventions society has adopted to help us 

coordinate our activities.  Whether it is a calendar, a watch, an almanac, 

or a day planner, we need these devices to keep us on track and to help 

us avoid confusion.   

 

The church also has its own way of keeping Christians “on track” called 

the church year.  The church year is divided into seasons, and whereas 

our regular calendar might not always point us to the eternal blessings 

we have in Christ Jesus, the church seasons focus our attention on the 

different facets of our Savior’s life and work. 

 

     In December we celebrated Advent, a time where we look forward to 

Jesus’ coming, both on Christmas morning and on the Last Day.  Now 

we move into the season of Epiphany.  “Epiphany” means “to manifest 

or appear,” and although this season might not receive as much 

commercial attention as Christmas, the church has been celebrating 

Epiphany since the 2nd and 3rd centuries.  The earliest Christian 

celebrations centered on Easter and Pentecost, and all further 

developments of the yearly cycle, including Epiphany, were built around 

these important celebrations. 

 

During Epiphany we celebrate the manifestations of our Lord.   

 

At Christ’s circumcision, we celebrate our Lord’s manifestation as the 

“light to the Gentiles” and the “glory of Israel.”  

 

 In Christ’s baptism, we celebrate our Lord’s manifestation as the Son of 

God with whom God himself is well pleased.   

 

And, as our Lord is presented to the Wise Men, we celebrate Christ’s 

manifestation to the entire world.   

 

Epiphany is our time to focus on the manifestation and appearing of our 

Lord as the Messiah, sent by God to free the world from sin, death, and 

condemnation.  May this time of Epiphany help us all to focus on Jesus’ 

manifestations in our own lives, through baptism, the Word, and the 

Lord’s Supper, because in Christ’s manifestation as God’s answer to our 

sin, we all find life, hope, and salvation.  May the Lord bless and keep 

you all during this Epiphany season. 

 

Sunday Worship:  
In Sanctuary at 

11:15am 
& 

Sumner Center UMC 
Facebook Page 

 

Visit our Church 
Website at: 

http://www.sumnercenter.co
m 
 

Donations may be sent to our mailing 
address: 

25378 151st Ave 
Spring Valley, Mn 55975 

 
Pastoral Support Team 

Pastor Bridget Sheely 
Email:  bridget@countrywidecarriers.com 

Cell # 507-438-1352 
 

Pastor Jon Marburger 
Email:  marburgerjon@gmail.com 

Cell #507-227-6711 

  
 



Calendar of Events 

(Subject to change and/or be added to as the need arises) 

January 2026 
 Sunday                      Monday          Tuesday           Wednesday            Thursday            Friday                 Saturday 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1 

 
 

2 3 

4 
11:15 am Worship 

 

   

5 
SPRC 
meeting 
with the DS 
@ Grand 
Meadow 
4pm 

6 

 

7 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9 10 

11 
11:15 am Worship 

 
 

12 
 

13 

 

 

 

14 

 

 

Confirmation 

Zoom Class 

@ 6:30pm 

15 
 
Brownsdale 
UMC Noon 
Potluck 
Dinner 
 

 

16 17 

18 
11:15 am Worship 

 
 

19 

 

20 

 
21 22 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

24 

25 
11:15 am Worship 

 

26 27 28 
 

 

Confirmation 

Zoom Class 

@ 6:30pm 

29 

 

 

 

 

30 31 

 
 



January Worship Schedule  
 

 

January 4, 2026                                                                                                 Tony Derfahren Leading 
 

Today we celebrate a beautiful worship service! 
 

Epiphany Service of Lessons, Carols  
 

 
 

 

January 11, 2026                                                                   Pastor Jon Leading 
At the beginning of his public ministry, Jesus presented himself 
to John to be baptized in the Jordan. So let us find our center on 
this Baptism of the Lord Sunday in Matthew’s account of this 
glorious day: At this festival of the Christian year, we not only 
remember Jesus’ baptism, but we celebrate our own: the 
baptism we share with Christ.  

Today we gather to celebrate the reaffirmation of our baptismal covenant 
 

 
January 18, 2026                                                                        Pastor Jon Leading 
Too often, we spend time wishing – wishing we had more 
people or more resources or more volunteers or more activity. 
But what if, instead, we were simply thankful?  Today let’s be 
thankful for the gifts we have, for the people we have, for how 
they give of themselves and their resources and give thanks for 
the mission and witness that we are able to do week by week.  

 
 

 
January 25, 2026                                                                      Pastor Bridget Leading 
This week we give thanks for our relationships.  
We celebrate the life of the community, in fellowship, in learning 
together and serving together. We rejoice in our reach, which is 
always greater together than separately. There is an African proverb 
that says if you want to go fast go alone; but if you want to go far, 
then go together.  We are in this for the long haul, all the way to the 
kin-dom of God. And along the way, we live by kin-dom rules, we 

show kin-dom values, we rejoice in kin-dom priorities, which sometimes means we set 
aside our personal preferences for the good of the whole.  But more often than not, we 
realize that our personal good is fulfilled by the good of the whole community 

 

 

 



Prairieland Parish Events 

 

BROWNSDALE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 Community Noon Lunch 

Monday, January 20th 
12 O’clock – Noon 

 

Come One – Come All!  
     Bring your friends! 

                            Serving: hot dishes - Salads - Desserts - Beverages 
FREE WILL DONATIONS 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 





Psalm 15; Mlcah 3:1-4; John 13:31-35;

Psalm 15; Deuteronomy 24:17-25:4; 1 Timothy 5:17-24;

Psalm 15; Deuteronomy 16:18-20; 1 Peter 3:8-12;

1:67-79;

Psalm 27:7-14; Gen 1-2, 8-13, 21-26; Luke

Psalm 27:7-14; Judges 7:12-22; ins 2:12-18;

Psalm 27:7-14; Judges 6:11-24; ns 5:6-14;

Third Sunday after the Epiphany

Psalm 27:1-6; 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13; Luke 5:27-32;

Psalm 27:1-6; 1 Samuel 9:27-10:8; Galatians 2:1-10;

Psalm 27:1-6; 1 Samuel 1:1-20; Galatians 1:11-24;

Psalm 40:6-17; Isaiah 48:12-21; Matthew 9:14-17;

: Psalm 40:6-17; Isaiah 53:1-12; Hebrews 10:1-4;

Psalm 40:6-17; Exodus 12:1-13, 21-28; Acts 8:26-40;

Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Psalm 40:1-1 ke 5:1-11;

Psalm 40:1-11; Genesis 27:30-38; Acts 1:1-5;

Psalm ;Isalah 22:15-25; ns 1:6-12

Psalm 89:5-37; Isaiah 51:1-16; Matthew 12:15-21;

Psalm 89:5 Acts 8:4-13;

Psalm 89:5-37; Genesis 35:1-15; Acts 10:44-48;

Baptism of the Lord

Psalm 29; 1 Samuel 7:3-17; Acts 9:19b-31;

Psalm 29; 1 Samuel 3:10-4:1a; Acts 9:10-19a;

Psalm 29; 1 Samuel 3:1-9; Acts 9:1-9;

Psalm 3:14-21;

Epiphany of the Lord

Psalm ua 1:1-9; Hebrews 11:32-12:2;

: Second Sunday after Christmas Day

Psalm 72; Genesis 28:10-22; Hebrews 11:13-22;

Psalm 20; Genesis 12:1- ws 11:1-12:

2026: New Year's Day

Janu daily readings for the season of Epiphany

Time to Open your Bibles!




